
"Children are made readers on the laps of 
their parents."  
— Emilie Buchwald  
 



What have we achieved as a 
school? 

 2018 KS2 SATs Outcomes are outstanding 

 

 Reading Results 

 85% of our children achieved the expected standard; 
35% of our children achieved the greater depth 

standard 

 80% achieved the expected standard in reading, 
writing and maths; national average was 69% 

 

 98% of children passed phonics screening in Year 1 

 



Impact of reading 



Impact of reading 



 Reading for pleasure is more important for children's 
cognitive development than their parents' level of education 
and is a more powerful factor in life achievement than socio-
economic background.  

 16-year-olds who choose to read books for pleasure outside of 
school are more likely to secure managerial or professional 
jobs in later life.  

 Having books in the home is associated with both reading 
enjoyment and confidence. Of children who report having 
fewer than 10 books in their homes, 42% say they do not like 
reading and only 32% say they are 'very confident' readers. For 
children who report having over 200 books at home, only 12% 
say they do not like reading and 73% consider themselves 
'very confident' readers.  

 Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a 
week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and 
spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly.  











Why read at home? 
 To develop your child’s confidence  and enjoyment of 

books. 

 To give your child 1:1 parental reading attention. 

 To spend time repeating a book (repetition, repetition, repetition). 

 To help improve the fluency and pace of their reading. 

 To develop the phrasing of sentences. 

 To check your child’s understanding and Comprehension 
of the book. 

 To expand your child’s vocabulary and book language. 

 







Dangers at home! 
 Reading difficult books can negatively impact on your 

child’s confidence and enjoyment of a book. Reading at 
home should only present 5% challenge for a child. It is 
better to read 3 easy books then 1 hard book. 

 Comparison of different children’s attainment. All 
children progress at different rates and make mental links 
in different ways. Or even with yourself ‘I was never a 
good reader when I was at school.’ You are a role model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Easy vs Hard  
 Fluency  (a reading voice) 

 Look carefully at the text 

 Self confidence (success) 

 Ownership of the book 

 Better concentration 

 Understanding of the book 

 Practice of self corrections 

 Enjoyment  

 Repetition of good habits 

 

 

 

 

 Slower pace (busy decoding) 
 Make sentences up 
 Lowers self confidence 
 Less interest in the book 
 Become easily distracted 
 Too much decoding stops 

your child from 
comprehending the book 

 Need for adult help 
 Bad habits occur and are 

repeated 
 Allowing them to fail 
 Takes more time 
 Frustrated and bored 

 
 
 
 



Avoid: 
 Correcting every mistake. 

 Using reading as a punishment. 

 Reading ‘hard’ books. 

 Pointing at words (unless they are a very young reader). 

 Holding the book and turning the pages for your child. 

 Reading distractions (remove detractions if possible). 

 Comparing them with other children (in front of them). 

 Getting frustrated and annoyed with them remember the 
importance of praise. Two stars and a wish! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Encourage: 
 Self confidence. 

 Self corrections. 

 Using a reading voice. 

 Problem solving (working out a difficult word). 

 Independency (e.g. holding and turning the pages of the book). 

 Fluency and pace. 

 Recall of events and story lines. 

 Own opinions (e.g. likes and dislikes). 

 Rereading if the sentence doesn’t make sense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AR Book Finder – creating your 
very own personalised book list 


